
COURSE DESCRIPTION: APPENDIX II 

   

United States Air Force Audio Comprehension Course (Chinese Mandarin), Basic. 

Duration: Thirty-two (32) weeks (30 weeks' instruction, 2 weeks' vacation) 

I. OBJECTIVES  

A. The basic objective of this course is the aural comprehension of the 

Mandarin dialect. The most frequent structural features of the language are 

taught together with a vocabulary of approximately 4000 items of which well 

over 1000 constitute the specialized military terminology normally associated 

with air-military procedures. Students are taught to distinguish and 

comprehend two or more conversations conducted simultaneously in Chinese 

Mandarin and to distinguish and comprehend Chinese Mandarin when simultaneously 

mixed with conversations in other languages or dialects. In addition, other 

common Chinese dialects are covered in "exposure" situations, and students 

are trained to understand Chinese in situations simulating field conditions. 

B. Although spoken Chinese Mandarin is not the main emphasis of instruction, 

students are taught to converse to some degree of fluency within the scope of 

the vocabulary introduced. Throughout the course, classroom contact hours 

with native instructors emphasize the exclusion of the English language in 

class, and students are encouraged (particularly during the last eight weeks 

of the course) to prepare short speeches for presentation to the entire class. 

In general, however, conversational Chinese is utilized in the course basically 

for the reinforcement of aural comprehension. 

C. All students are introduced to the Chinese system of character writing and 

taught to read and write 300 basic characters. An incentive program is conducted 

in which highly motivated students may progress beyond this point on an elective 

basis and, in so doing, acquire additional college credits(some of the latter 

learn in excess of 1500 characters.) 

D. The fundamentals of simplified characters are also taught, and the student 

is familiarized with the usage of the Chinese-English dictionary. 

r- 
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Unl ted States A1r  Force Audlo Comprehenslon Course (Chlnese Mandar ln) ,  Bas1c.

Dura t lon :  Th l r t y - two  ( :21  weeks  ( :O  weeks t  l ns t ruc t lon ,  2  weeksr  vaea t lon )

I, oBJECTJVES

A. The baslc obJectlve of thls course 1€ the aural conprehenslon of the

Mendarln dlal-ect. The nost flequent structural_ features of the language are

taught together wlth a vocabulary of approxlmately 4000 ltens of vhlch veII

over 1000 constltute the speclarlzed m1l1tary termlnology nonllg]l-y assocLated.

vlth a1r-rd]ltary procedures. Students are taught to dlstlngulsh and

comprehend two or more conversatlons cond-ucted. s lmul_taneous l_y ln Chlnese

Mandarin and to dlstlngulsh and comprehend. Chlnese Mandarln vhen s lmult ane ous lJr

mlxed wlth conversatlons ln other languages or dlalects. rn addltlon, other

coru,ton Chlnese dlalects are covered. 1n ,,exposure', situetlons, and stud.entg

are tralned to understand chlnese ln sltuattons slmuretlng fleld condlttons.

B. Arthough spoken chlnese Mandarln Ls not the naln emphesls of lnstluctlon,

students are taught to converse to some degree of fluency wlthln the scope of

the vocabulary lntroduced. Throughout the course, classroom contact hours

vlth natlve lnstructors enphaslze the excluslon of the Engl-lsh language 1n

class, and students are encouraged. ( partl cularry durlng the Last elght weeks

of the course) to prepare short speeches for presentatlon to the entlre cr.ass.

rn general, however, conversatlonel chlnese 1e utLllzed ln the course baslcer\r

for the relnforcenent of aurel comDrehenslon.

C. A11 stud.ents are lntroduced to the Chlnese system of character wrltlng and

taught to read. and wrlte J00 baslc chalacters. An incentlve program ls cond.uctetl

1n whlch hlghly motlvated students nalr progress beyond thls polnt on en electlve

basls and., ln so tloing, acqulre edd.ltlonaL college credlts (some of the latter

learn ln  excess of  ]5OO characters,  )

The fund.amental-s of slmpllf 1ed characters are also taught, and the student

famlt lar lzed. wlth the usage of the Chlnese-Eng1lsir dlct lone,ry.
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USAF ACC (cowinued; 

E. The Yale romanization system is emphasized during the first 24 weeks of 

the course, Thereafter, the Wade-Giles system is introduced and used exclusively 

throughout the remainder of the course. Finally, the student is familiarized 

with the conversion of both the Yale and the Wade-Giles systems of romanization 

into the Fiqyin .'New Latin) form of romanization. 

F. !'ht ability to take dictation in Wade-Giles romanization is emphasized 

continually until the required speed in transcribing is attained. 

G. The main emphasis of the course is placed upon the student's ability to 

attain maximum speed and accuracy in writing English "hand-gists" of Chinese 

material given at high speed, under any and all conditions. 

• II. PROFT7IEN(,Y LEVELS  

A stud-nt successfully completing the USAF ACC course designed to meet the 

above objectives will attain the following proficiency levels: 

Gen, raj anguage Ability 

S-2 
Rel (y)0 characters) 
W. 000 characters) 

Specialized Vocabulary Language Ability 
c-4 
S-2 
R-4 (Phonetic script) 
W-4 (Phonetic script) 

III. COURSE DESCRIPTION  

A. Duration: 

The course is scheduled for thirty-two (32) weeks and is divided into 

three semesters, each of which corresponds to the language texts covered 

during the specified period. Classes are scheduled for six hours a day, 

five days per week, with an approximate total of 900 class hours. Students 

get a two-week vacation mid-way throught the course. 
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E" 'rhe Yar-e rons.nizetion system ts emphaslaed during the flrst 24 weeks of

the cours3' Th'rreefter, the wade-G1Les system ls lntrod.uced and used exctuslvel-y

throughout the .emalnder of the coulse, tr'1nalr,y, the student 1s famluarlzed

wlth r.he conversion of both the Yale and the wad.e -Gl1es syetens of xonanlzetlon

Intc t, h,:, Ilrryttl (Iev latln) form of ronanlzatlon.

F' .hs ai'1 Llty to take dlctatron 1n wade -Glres ronanrzatlon 1s emphaslzed.

cont lnuel - .y  unt l l  r ;he requl red.  speed 1rr  t ranscr lb lng 1s at ta lned,

G" ftre naln i:npllasls of the course ls placed upon the stud.ent,s ab1l1ty to

attaln naxlnum speed. and accuracy tn lirrltlng Engush ,'hand_g1sts,, of Chlnese

maLerla-L giv.,n at high speed., under any and al-l_ condltlons.

II . PNOTTIISII( Y I,EVEi6

A gt 'sr f '1n+- -^ucesssful ly complet lng t ,he USAF ACC course d.eslgned. to meet the

above ob . l t r ( r l , l vBs  w i l r  a t ta ln  t ,he  fo l low lng  pro f lc lency  leve ls :

( ) t - 'n t : ra  I  la r rguagt :  Ab1 J lLy
' - .2

s .2
R , l  (  jOC,  ( :ha . ra .c te rs  )
W  - , :  (  . l ( l r  I  r ' f i a r a c t c r s  )

Speclal lzed Vocabulary Innguage Abl l l ty
("./+

s- ,2
R - 4  ( P h o n e t l c  s e r l p t )
W-4  (phone t tc  sc r lp t )

ITI ; COIIRSE DESURIHTION

A. Duratlot:

The course 1s sched-uled for thlrty-two ( lz) weeks end 1s dlvlded lnto

three semesters, each of whlch correspond.s to the language texts covered.

durlng the speclf led' perlod'.  classes are sched.ured. for s1x hours a davr

flve d'ays per week, wlth an approxlmate total- of 9oo class hours " Stud.ents

get a. two-week vacatlon mld.-way throught the course.
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USAF ACC (continued) 

13, Textbooks and. Materials: 

:3emehter 
	Week 	 Textbook* 
	

Description 

Elementary Chinese, Spoken 
Elementary Readings in 
Chinese (300 characters) 

Intermediate Chinese, Spoken 
Air-Military Terminology 

Advanced Chinese, Spoken 
(Emphasis on air-military 
and technical terminology) 
Air-military Terminology 
(geographical and area 
emphasis). 

1st 	1st through 12th 	SPEAK CHINESE 
(7th week begin) READ CHINESE I 

2nd 13th through 24th CHINESE DIALOGUES 
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS I 

3rd 25th through 32nd "BLUE II" 

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS II 

Supporting texts (including vocabulary lists and dictionaries) are issued 

throughout the course. ALL texts and supplementary text materials are 

closely supported by magnetic tape recordings, thereby insuring 

saturation coverage, It should be noted that two of the above texts, 

SPEAK CHINESE and CHINESE DIALOGUES, are widely used in this country and 

abroad in the teaching of Chinese at both the high school and the University 

level. SPEAK CHINESE is used as a first-year text whereas CHINESE DIALOGUES 

is used as a second-year text. The third semester text "BLUE II" has been 

written specifically for the USAF ACC course and includes well over 1000 

separate vocabulary entries and/or combinations. Although air-military 

and technical terms are given substantial emphasis, the supporting 

vocabulary gives the student a wide scope of conversational Chinese on an 

advanced level. 

C. Class Inputs and Designations: 

1. Class inputs are scheduled four times during each fiscal year with 

beginning dates in July, October, January, and April. 

2. Classes are identified by input dates for purposes of record, but are 

designated as 'C', 'B', and 'A' for purposes of scheduling and morale. 

(see IV.A) These simple designations also assist the instructors in 
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R" Textbooi{s and Meterlals:

ljr ,l lx 'L; t,, ' r tj|tt[ Tcxtboo](] Deocr'lpt1on

ls t  IsL r rough l2 th smAK c l i iNEsE Elementary 0 l r1ncse,  Spoken

(fth wcek begln) READ CHINESE I Elementary Readlngs ln
chlnese (300 charactere )

2nd 13th through 2\th CHINESE DIALOGUES Intermed.late chlnese, spoken

RADI o coMMLl$I CATI oNS I Alr-Mll1tary le"Inlnolo$l

3rd 25th throush 32nd "3L,ttE II" 
tffiffi:i".::"H:,_*iili:1"
)"a'-l'" 

"n"r ".r 
termrnoroglr )

RADIo COl.4MulfICATI ONS II Alt-nll1tary trertdnolosr
( geographl cal and area
ermhas ls ).

,. Suf.)t.,orting texts (lncludlng vocabulary l1sts end d.lctlonarles ) are lssued

throughout the course. AI,L texts and suppLementary text nsterlals are

cIos..')y supported by megnetlc tepe recordlngs, thereby lnsrlJflng

s&luratlon coverage' It should be noted that two of the above texts,

SPEAK CHINESE and CHINESE DIALOGUES, are wldefy used 1n thls country and'

abrosd ih the te8,ch1ng of chlnese at both the hlgh school and the unlverslty

Ieve1. SPEAK CHINESE 1s used as a flrst-yeer text whereas CIIINESE DIAIOGUES

1s used as a second-year texl. The thlrd senester texb " BIIIE I1" hes been

writ.ten speclflcally for the USAF ACC course and lncludes lteIl over lo0o

seperete vocabulary entrles end/or comblnatlons. Although alr-mllltery

and techntcal terns ere glven substantlal emphasls, the supportlng

vocabulary glves the student e w1de scole of conversatlonal Chlnese on an

advanced. Ievel "

C. class Inputs and Deslgnetlons:

1. Class lnputs are s cheduled four tlmes d.url-ng eech f16ca1 year rrlth

beglnnlng detes ln Ju\y, october, . January, and Apr11.

2. Classes are ldentlfled by tn?ut dates for pu:'poses of record., but are

deslgnEted as rCrl tBr, and rAr for purposes of sched.ullng and moraLe.

(see IV.AJ Theee slnple deElgnatlona elso a661st the lnstructors 1n




















